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Welcome to the first edition of Hickory 
Cove’s new quarterly news letter. This 
publication has been a long time coming 
but we are excited to be launching it at 
this time of year. We hope you will find 
this letter and those to come informative 
and helpful in being able to effectively 
pray for this ministry. As a matter of 
fact, there is an article on the inside that 
will introduce you to a new prayer team 
that we are also getting off the ground. 

I am very pleased to announce that our 
Board of Trustees is nearing the end of a 
two-year transition period. This is a very 
significant development in the life of 
Hickory Cove. The process started about 
the same time that the Board began talk-
ing to me about coming as Executive Di-
rector. While this sounds like a long proc-
ess, I am sure you will agree that it is not 
easy to transition forty-five years of his-
tory and the Board did not want to rush 
through this process. Basically what this 
means is that the Board has changed the 
way in which they govern the organization 
from an operational Board who really ran 
the camp from a distance to a Policy 
Board who crafts policies that give direc-
tion to the management staff who then 
operate the camp according to those poli-
cies. This new form of government is very 
biblically based with four fundamental 
principles; servant leadership, account-

ability, empowerment with constraint, and 
clarity of values. While one of our goals 
for this new form of governing is to bring 
stream-lined effectiveness and effi-
ciency, our ultimate goal is that this ef-
fectiveness and efficiency will translate 
into more changed lives for His kingdom. 

As we near the beginning of a New Year, 
we have obviously started thinking and 
planning what we feel the Lord would have 
us do in the New Year. In this first edi-
tion of the news letter we will share some 
of the exciting things we feel the Lord is 
doing in our hearts and minds but we can’t 
do this alone.  In Ezekiel 36:37 & 38 we 
read that the “Sovereign Lord” is going to 
hear the plea of the nation of Israel and 
bless them with many wonderful things. 
At the end of this passage, we get a 
glimpse of just why the Lord is willing to 
do this when He says, “Then they  will 
know that I am the Lord”. We ask you to 
“plead” with the Lord for this ministry not 
only that we might reap the benefits and 
pleasure of the Lord’s blessing but more 
importantly so that all those that see the 
affects of His blessing will know that “He 
is Lord”. 

Thank you in advance for your faithful 
prayer support. 

                                             -Keith 
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From the Desk of the Director…  
Keith Moore 

Executive Director 
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“...before you 
can catch your 
breath, it’s all 
over ...” 

Review of  
Summer 2005 

Josh Nixon 
Program Director 

3rd-5th Grade – This summer we hosted three camps for this age 
group. Two of these weeks featured Johnnie Laye of Lucia Baptist 
Church and assistant, April Willis a.k.a. “Professor Watts.” During a 
third week, Micheal Pardue, youth minister at King’s Mountain 
Baptist Church and former counselor at Hickory Cove, took camp-
ers through the practical insights of the book of James. All three of 
these weeks emphasized each child’s need to be a light to the world. 

 

6th-8th Grade – During sessions with our director, Keith Moore, 
campers learned about the importance of light in the bible—how 
Jesus claimed to be the Light of the World and how we are in turn 
to be a light to the world. At the end of the week, the campers par-
ticipated in a simulated missions trip, where they were questioned 
about their belief in God, the Bible, and the basic truths of Christi-
anity. 

 

9th-12th Grade – For this camp session, speaker Tracy Turner of 
North Greenville College challenged highschoolers to move from 
mediocre Christianity to full surrender. One highlight of the week 
was the chance to package meals for hungry children through a 
local ministry called Feeding His Children. As in 6th-8th grade, these 
campers participated in a simulated missions expedition. 

 

Angel Tree – A new camp for us this year, this three-day program 
was hosted for the children of incarcerated parents. While continu-
ing with the theme of “Light Your World,” many of the sessions 
were tailored to the campers’ specific emotional and spiritual needs. 
Keith was the primary speaker for this camp, with Scottie Barnes of 
Forgiven Ministry taking two of the evening sessions. 

 

Young Adult – Long-time camp speakers Todd Van Ryn and Tim 
Van Ryn led in-depth and practical studies on what it means to be 
both a disciple and “disciple-maker” of Jesus Christ. We were glad 
to have many of our summer staff as campers during this week. The 
fellowship and time around God’s Word were a great conclusion to 
the summer! 

When looking back on the summer, it’s difficult to 
grasp any one concept that describes the experience. 
So much happens so quickly, that before you can 
catch your breath, it’s all over and you’re watching the 
dust settle from the last van full of kids that pulled 
out of the drive toward home. The past summer’s 
focus was “Light Your World,” based on Matthew 
5:16, and as we look back over the season, we can 
thank God for the souls that were won for Him and 
the encouragement we all received to be more effec-
tive witnesses for Jesus Christ. 

Thank you to all of you, campers, parents, and staff, 
for a wonderful summer. Here are a few tidbits about 
each session: 

 

Kitchen Manager Needed! 

Hickory Cove Bible Camp is in need of a 
full-time Kitchen Manager.  

For more details about this position 
please contact Keith at 

keith@hickorycove.org or (828) 632-2987 
to apply or ask for more information. 

Gift Certificates for Hickory 
Cove now available   

Just in time for Christmas!!! 

Gift certificates available in any denomina-
tion and can be used to send someone to any 
of our camp sessions or toward merchandise 

in our trading post.   

To order, please call (828)632-2987 



Join the Prayer Circle  

Staff Update 
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are continually praying for the physical, 
emotional and financial support of the 
full-time staff and the summer staff 
including counselors, kitchen staff, and 
program staff.   

Still others have committed to pray for 
each individual camper as soon as their 
registration comes in and throughout 
the summer.  They will pray that the 
camper will have a safe time at camp 
and will grow closer to the Lord 
through their week at Hickory Cove.   

Hickory Cove is excited to announce 
the formation of the Prayer Circle—a 
family of friends who have committed 
to pray for camp in different capaci-
ties.   

Some have committed to pray year-
round for the various camp needs and 
events.  Especially for our camp week-
ends and for guest groups.   

Others have committed their prayer 
focus to be on the camp staff.  They 

For more information on how you can 
be involved, please contact Lauren 
Nixon at the camp or by email at: 

lauren@hickorycove.org 

 

involved and will very much miss having 
him on the Board.  Floyd please come 
back and see us as often as possible.    

If you have counseled here at camp in the 
past 6-7 years or served in any capacity, 
you must be acquainted with Fred and 
Susan Green.  Fred has in the past few 
years entirely revolutionized the counselor 
program here at Hickory Cove.  If you 
have even been on camp property in the 
past few years, you could not have missed 
the beauty that Susan added with her 
green thumb.  When you see Fred and 
Susan in their travels… give them a 10-4 
from Hickory Cove.   

CHECK IT OUT! 

 

WE’VE UPDATED THE 

WEBSITE!  CHECK OUT OUR 

NEW, EASY TO NAVIGATE 

DESIGN AND PICTURES 

FROM THIS SUMMER! 

 

WWW.HICKORYCOVE.ORG 

Many of you already know that we have 
had a year filled with changes in the 
staff here at camp.  As much as we hate 
to see it, we’ve had to say goodbye to 
many who have faithfully served here.   

Among those are John and Cecile Ford.  
Cecile has been the kitchen manager 
here at Hickory Cove... a position which 
calls for a willing, lighthearted person.  
We are very sorry to see Cecile go!   

For many years we have been proud to 
have Floyd Darden on our Board of 
Directors as well as serving in many 
different capacities here at camp.  We 
are grateful for his willingness to be 

I trust you received the recent 
letter from Richard Todd, our 
Board Chairman, about the pur-
chase of a ten-acre tract of land 
that is adjacent to our 65-acre 
tract. The purchase of this land is 
very strategic to the further de-
velopment of our adventure camp 
because it will allow us to control 
further encroachment on that 
property. The back side of the 
property also offers some beautiful 
creek side areas for recreation 
opportunities. The purchase will 
also allow us to eliminate the dis-
tracting noise of the race track 

that runs every Friday night. We 
do not only have the noise from the 
go-carts that are racing but the 
public address system that an-
nounces the race. As you can imag-
ine, this noise is very disturbing 
when you are attempting to estab-
lish an atmosphere of seclusion and 
adventure recreation.  

I am excited to announce that the 
Lord has blessed us with a total of 
$11,425 in donations as of the writ-
ing of this article. In his letter, 
Richard outlined several ways that 
you can help in the purchase of this 

property. If you would like a copy 
of that letter, we would be glad to 
send you one or you can download 
one from our web site at 
www.hickorycove.org/newproperty.  

Please be praying with us about the 
purchase of this property. 

New Land Update         
Keith Moore 

Executive Director 

Lauren Nixon 

 

A camper  
lounges at the 
treehouse.  
Development of 
the new land will 
provide us with 
new locations for 
our adventure 
activities. 

Lauren Nixon 



170 Ferguson Lane 
Taylorsville, NC 28681 
Phone: 828.632.2987 
Fax: 828.632.6550 
E-mail: info@hickorycove.org 
www.hickorycove.org  

2006 Schedule 
Remember to register before Dec. 31st for 

a $30 early-early-bird discount! 
 

Work Week, March 17-25 

Spring Adventure, March 31-April 2 

9th-12th Grade, June 18-23 

3rd-5th Grade #1, June 25-30 

6th-8th Grade, July 16-21 

3rd-5th Grade #2, July 23-28 

3rd-5th Grade #3, July 30-August 4 

Lumberjack Weekend, October 13-15 

Junior Getaway, November 3-5  

 

 

 

2006 Summer Theme 
 

Staff, please pray about where God would have 
you next summer.  Please let us know if you 

are interested in serving next summer in any of 
the following capacities:   

Kitchen 

Maintenance 

Programming 

Counseling 

...reaching & teaching youth for life in Christ. 

Before I was saved, I was a really bad person.  I 
cussed, I didn’t have friends, and I especially 
hated my life.   

I came here to Hickory Cove just for the camp 
part—not for the Bible.  At the end of the first 
day, my counselor had asked me about my faith 
in the Lord.  I simply told her I had none.  She 
had explained to me that if I didn’t accept Jesus 
as my Lord and Savior that I would not go to 

heaven nor be forgiven for my sins.  It was 
there, on the porch that I accepted Jesus as my 
Lord and Savior and asked Him for forgiveness.   

Now I come to Hickory Cove every year to learn 
more about the Lord.  My dream now is to be-
come a Junior Counselor when I turn sixteen.  I 
can help kids like me find Jesus and accept Him 
into their heart.   

What Hickory Cove is to Me 

-  A Senior High Camper 

  Keith Moore Executive Director 

  Wolfgang Salewski Business Manager 

  Joshua Nixon Program Director 

  Luke Thomas Property Manager 

Hickory Cove Bible Camp Staff 

Happenings is a quarterly publication of  
Hickory Cove Bible Camp.  If you have 
any ideas or would like to contribute to 

future editions of Happenings or for any 
questions, comments, or concerns, please 

contact the editor, Lauren Nixon: 
 lauren@hickoycove.org. 
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